
PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS



Pandemics caused by 
human activity

.  Bubonic Plague in Europe brought by rats on 
ship coming from Crimea to Italy

• Aedes Aegypti mosquito brought from Africa   
to Asia and Americas by slave trade

This mosquito carries yellow fever, Dengue and     
Zika among other disease.

• AIDS caused by people eating bush meat



Climate change and spread of disease

Tropical diseases are increasing 
their range.    Warmer climate is 

increasing the range of Aedes 
aegypti mosquito.  Warmer 

weather also increases the life 
span of this mosquito.

Eightfold increase in dengue 
fever worldwide since year 2000.

Vaccine  that exists is 61.4% 
effective and made by one 

company in Japan.  

Expansion of urban centers in 
tropical countries is contributing 

to this.

Cases reported for the first time 
in France, Croatia, Subtropical 

Africa and Afghanistan. Florida, 
Arizona, Texas and California 

have reported cases.



Good news about preparedness
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time.
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Bad news about 
preparedness

• Lack of transparency

• Anti Science attitude.

• Partisanship:  

• State cuts in public health spending of 55,000 
jobs.

• No bipartisan audit of what went wrong like we 
had for 9/11

• Lack of universal health insurance

• Vaccine hesitancy:  Only 18% of adults have 
booster shots in US.




