
THE COLDEST WAR:

TOWARD A RETURN TO 

GREAT POWER 

COMPETITION IN THE 

ARCTIC?



Land of the Midnight Sun



Applies to all of Svalbard



Dimensions of Arctic Debate

• Environmental

• Legal

• Economic

• Military

• Political



Environmental Impact
Arctic Ocean Ice Melting



Arctic Ocean Ice Melting - 2









Polar Vortex



Snow Covers 73% of US



Greenhouse Gases

• Carbon dioxide in atmosphere has roughly doubled in last 300 years 

and is accelerating, caused by human activities

• Methane comes from many sources

• Melting permafrost

• Fossil fuel extraction

• Domesticated animals

• Netflix Documentary: “Ice on Fire”

• “Chasing Ice” 2012 documentary



UNCLOS - Maritime Zones



Territorial Claims





Why the US rejected UNCLOS



Arctic Council

Members plus Observers



Arctic Council Nations

Arctic Circle:

•9900 miles long

•Home to 4M people

•Mainly Russia, Norway, & Sweden

Nations with 

Arctic Coastline



Economics



Northern Sea Route



Russia’s Sabetta Plant



Ice Breaker Fleets





Arctic Natural Resources

• Fishing

• Fossil fuel reserves

• 13% of the oil

• 25% of the natural gas

• Rare Earth Minerals



Exploration and Territorial Claims





Geostrategic Summary



US Foreign Policy Options





US Arctic Strategy - 2014

• Advance US Security Interests

• Pursue responsible Arctic region stewardship

• Strengthen international cooperation

Guiding Principles

• Safeguard peace and stability

• Consult and coordinate with Alaska natives



US Debt






