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USA in Latin America: 19th Century
● Limited involvement
● Ties with Mexico and Cuba
● 1820s No involvement in independence from Spain
● 1823 Monroe doctrine: 

○ No more European colonies in South America
○ US won’t meddle with existing colonies or internal European countries 
○ Supported by British

● 1846 Mexican-American war
○ Affirms Texas as part of USA

● 1898 Spanish-American war
○ US gains Puerto Rico, Cuba
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1898
● Britain in boundary dispute with 

Venezuela (British Guiana)
● President Cleveland asserted 

Monroe Doctrine
● British accepted US intervention

● First example of interventionism 
under Monroe Doctrine



USA in Latin America: 20th Century
● Banana Wars
● 1903 Panama Canal

○ US support of Colombian rebels created Panama, US canal zone

● 1911 Mexican Revolution
○ US supported coup & assassination

● World Wars reduced European influence
● Cold war: Hemispheric Defense

○ Rise in left-wing governments, Cuban revolution

● US helps overthrow democratically elected governments
○ 1954 Guatemala, 1964 Brazil, 1974 Chile & Nicaraguan contras

● 1980s: Latin America Debt Crisis
○ 1970 to 1980, Latin America's debt levels increased by more than one-thousand percent

● Anti-drug programs



China vs USA: 21st century
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https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2019/12/05/chinas-economic-growth-mostly-welcomed-in-emerging-markets-but-neighbors-wary-of-its-influe
nce/
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Debt





Coronavirus Threat
● Exports down

○ Demand and prices drop
○ Average exports to China only 2.5% GDP

● Imports down
○ Shortages stopped Brazil cell phone 

manufacturing

● Risk aversion?
○ Impact to China’s economy
○ Unknown time to recover




